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PKM Steel wants to add 100 jobs
Company looking for
motivated workers
with a can-do attitude
By TIM UNRUH
Salina Journal

Mark Hamade started working
at PKM Steel Service three years
ago, armed with a five-year plan
to grow the company.
Turns out his math was off, but
in PKM’s favor.
“We did it in three years,” said
Hamade, who has been PKM’s
chief operating officer since 2010.
The immediate challenge is
finding another 100 workers

— essentially doubling employment — to meet demand for the
company that designs and fabricates big construction projects out
of steel.
“We are going to a second shift,
and if we need a third shift, we
will go for it,” Hamade said. “We
will run the plant 24 hours if
we’ve got the people, and if we
still have good, profitable work,
we’ll build another plant.”
With the help of Team Employment Services and KansasWorks
through the Kansas Department
of Commerce, PKM plans a job
fair from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 27
at the company — 231 E. Avenue
A — in Salina’s South Industrial
Area.

County
zoning
squabbles
continue

Do you want to work?
• WHAT: Job fair at PKM Steel
• WHEN: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 27
• WHERE: 231 E. Avenue A,
South Industrial Area
• INFORMATION: 827-3638 or
visit pkmsteel.com.
A lead man, painters, welders,
operators of computer numerical
control machines, and layout and
fit-up welders are needed.
For a chance to land a job, bring
your résumé, two forms of identification and “a great attitude,”
according to a flier.

Need workers right now

The goal is to fast-track prospects, said Lisa Starr, corporate
manager with Team Employment
Services, a full-service employment company based in Hutchinson, with offices in Salina,
McPherson and Newton.
PKM needed workers “last
week,” she said, meaning jobs are
available immediately.
“We’re going to weld test right
on site. Foremen and supervisors
will help,” she said, and drug-testing will be done at the fair.
Background checks will take
some time, Starr said, requiring a
day or two before new employees
can begin work.
“We are willing to train and

work with people who have a cando attitude,” Hamade said.
Starr is hopeful that 100 workers are immediately available in
the Salina market.
“PKM’s benefit package is very
enticing,” she said. “Anyone looking for a career change has an
opportunity with this company.”

Companies can grow

Hamade and Starr both scoff at
the reasons some give for companies not growing.
“Too many people are concentrating on the economy, who’s in
Congress and who’s the president.
“It is what it is,” Hamade said.

See PKM, Page A2

Turkey’s last stand
Gobbler receives a short reprieve to visit Salina students

Law officers called after
meeting gets heated;
commissioner walks out

By MICHAEL STRAND
Salina Journal

It was just 18 weeks ago that
70 turkeys, only a few days old,
arrived from northern Iowa
by mail and ended up at Loren
Richards’ home just west of
Bavaria.
As of Monday, just one was
still alive — the others having been sold off recently for
Thanksgiving dinners — and
he and Richards visited Salina
Christian Academy, 1009 Highland.
For the past several years,
Richards has brought one last
turkey to the school so students can appreciate what goes
into growing the bird that will
appear on the table in a few
days.
“Hold up your hands like
this,” Richards said, making
a fist with his thumb sticking
out. “That’s how big they were
when they got here, a little bigger than a baby chicken.”
Now, having eaten about 75
pounds of feed each, the turkeys weigh about 20 pounds, a
good size for eating.

By CHRIS HUNTER
Salina Journal

A Saline County sheriff ’s
deputy and Salina police officer
responded to the Saline County
Planning Commission meeting
Monday night and a planning
commissioner walked out after
arguments with people in the
audience during a discussion of
the proposed zoning code.
Chairman Mike Wilson pressed
a panic button to summon law
enforcement during an argument
with county resident Jim Roesner,
who argued about whether he
could give a portion of his time
to John Roudybush, who had
already spoken for his allowed 5
minutes.
“I can do that,” Roesner said.
“No, you can’t,” Wilson replied.
Roesner continued arguing with
Wilson and Wilson pushed the
panic button. Roesner told Wilson he would sue him if he filed
wrongful charges against him.
A deputy and a police officer
responded quickly but left within
a few minutes.
The meeting to discuss the second and third sections of the new
zoning code became heated several times as people in the audience complained about the prior
sections and the code in general.

Too big for an oven?

Richards told the children he
has grown them much larger,
including one that weighed 40
pounds after being butchered,
but that when they get that
size, they’re pretty difficult
to prepare — including being

MIKE STRAND / Salina Journal

Rydge Longenecker, a kindergarten student at Salina Christian Academy, 1009 Highland, keeps his
eyes on a turkey that was brought to the school Monday by Loren Richards, of Bavaria. Richards
raises turkeys from just a few days old and sells them before Thanksgiving.
hard to fit into an oven.
In response to questions
from students, Richards said
his turkeys can fly — but only
enough to clear a five-foot
fence.
He also told them he did

intend to kill the one visiting the school Monday and
hadn’t yet only so they’d have a
chance to see it.
“I use a tree-lopper,” he said
in answer to another student’s
question about how he kills the

birds. “Doing it with an ax is
kind of hard if you’re doing it
by yourself.”
— Reporter Mike Strand can
be reached at 822-1418 or by
email at mstrand@salina.com.

See COUNTY, Page A2

Grouchy apes

Playday in the park

Study: Even apes have midlife crises
By MALCOLM RITTER
Associated Press

TOM DORSEY / Salina Journal

Mason McClure, 2, runs Monday morning across the bridge on playground
equipment in Oakdale Park. Mason’s mother, Andrea Price, said they visited
Oakdale because “it’s a nice day and Mason loves the park.” Monday’s high
temperature was 70 degrees. Today’s high is forecast to be 68.
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So we are going to
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for the rest of his life
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“Whoever sheds man’s blood by

NEW YORK — Chimpanzees going through a midlife
crisis? It sounds like a setup
for a joke.
But there it is, in the title
of a report published Monday in a scientific journal:
“Evidence for a midlife crisis in great apes.”
So what do these apes do?
Buy red Ferraris? Leave
their mates for some cute
young bonobos?
Uh, no.
“I believe no ape has ever
purchased a sports car,”
said Andrew Oswald, an
author of the study. But
researchers report that captive chimps and orangutans
do show the same low ebb
in emotional well-being at

man his blood shall be shed, for in
the image of God he made man.”
Who is really insane?
— DAVE SMITH, Salina,
retired banker

AP file photo

Chimpanzees sit in an enclosure Feb. 1, 2011, at a
rehabilitation center near Nelspruit, South Africa. A study
of chimps and orangutans released Monday finds the
same pattern of changes in happiness through life as
many studies find in people.
midlife that some studies
find in people.
That suggests the human
tendency toward midlife

• WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND?
“Just Sayin’ ” must be fewer than
100 words and include your name
and phone number. Email them to
letters@salina.com, or mail them
to Salina Journal letters, P.O. Box
740, Salina, KS 67402-0740.

INSIDE Opinion / A7 • Sports / B1 • Almanac / B5 • Classifieds / B6 • Fun / B7

discontent may have been
passed on through evolution,

See APES, Page A3
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A Look Ahead

20 Tuesday
• Library Board Meeting. 7-9
a.m., Tech Center Conference
Room, Salina Public Library, 301
W. Elm.
• Open computer lab. 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth.
827-9818.
• Painting class with Barb Culley. 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., Senior
Center, 245 N. Ninth. $10. 8279818.
• Bingo. 9:30 a.m., Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth. 827-9818.
• Strong People exercise class.
10:30-11:15 a.m., Senior Center,
245 N. Ninth. $10. 309-5850.
• Blood Sugar Testing. 11 a.m.,
Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth.
• Computer help session with
Maurice Kerr. 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Senior Center Computer Lab, 245
N. Ninth. 827-9818.
• Free walk-in mental health
screenings. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.,
Central Kansas Mental Health
Center, 809 Elmhurst.
• Saline County Chapter of the
Native Daughters of Kansas
luncheon. Noon, Senior Center,
245 N. Ninth.
• Cards: pitch, pinochle and
joker board. 1 p.m., Senior Center dining room, 245 N. Ninth.
827-9818.
• Salina Economic Development Incentives Council special
meeting. 2 p.m., Room 107B,
City-County Building.
• Children’s cooking class,
Corn Muffin Hot Dogs. 4 p.m.,
Salina Emergency Aid-Food Bank,
255 S. Chicago. 10-day advance
registration required. 827-7111.
• Planning Commission. 4 p.m.,
Room 107, City-County Building.
• Community Art & Design
Advisory Board. 4:30 p.m.,
Smoky Hill Museum, 211 W. Iron.
• Gabby & Guys Band. 7 p.m.,
Drury Place.
• GYPSUM: Fort Hays Singers
Tour. 2:30 p.m., Southeast of
Saline High School.
• McPHERSON: Cartooning
Class. 7-9 p.m., McPherson
Opera House. $40. (620) 2416131.
• MINNEAPOLIS: Thanksgiving
Food Sale. 8:30 a.m., VFW Hall
on Main Street.

21 Wednesday
• RSVP sewing ladies. 8:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Senior Center,
245 N. Ninth. 827-9818.
• Open computer lab. 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth.
827-9818.
• Brainy Babies Storytime. 9:30
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a.m., Salina Public Library, 301
W. Elm.
• Senior fitness class with Marian Frank. 10 a.m., Senior Center
fitness room, 245 N. Ninth. $8 a
month. 827-9818.
• Adult cooking class, Pumpkin
Pie. 10 a.m., Salina Emergency
Aid-Food Bank, 255 S. Chicago.
10-day advance registration
required. 827-7111.
• Birthday Party with Alice
Thomas. 10:45 a.m., Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth.
• Computer help session with
Maurice Kerr. 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Senior Center Computer Lab, 245
N. Ninth. 827-9818.
• Commission on Aging board
of directors meeting. 1 p.m.,
Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth.
• Texas Hold ’em poker. 1 p.m.,
Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth. 8279818.
• American Legion bingo. 1
p.m., 142 S. Seventh. 825-1075
or 825-5610.
• Microsoft Access class. 6
p.m., Tech Center Training Lab,
Salina Public Library, 301 W. Elm.
• VFW bingo. 6:50 p.m., 1108 W.
Crawford. 825-4909.
• Old Vinyl Night. 7-9 p.m., Ad
Astra Books & Coffee House, 141
N. Santa Fe.
• LINCOLN: What’s Up Luncheon. Noon, Finch Theatre. $10
for members; $12 for nonmembers. (785) 524-4934.

22 Thursday
(Senior Center closed)
• Salvation Army Community
Thanksgiving Dinner. Noon-2
p.m., Applebee’s Restaurant,
2875 S. Ninth. Free.
• McPHERSON: Community
Thanksgiving Dinner. 11:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m., McPherson
Community Building. Call (620)
241-1292 for reservations.

Listing events
Items for the Calendar of
Events should be sent to: Calendar of Events, Salina Journal,
P.O. Box 740, Salina 67402, or
emailed to calendar@salina.
com. Be sure to include name,
address and telephone number.

Christmas Home
Tour to be Sunday
MARION — Marion’s
Christmas Home Tour is
scheduled from 1 to 5 p.m.
Sunday.
Tickets cost $5 and may
be obtained at the Marion
City Library or at the tour
homes.
Tour stops include the
residences of Garry and
Sharlyn Dunnegan (formerly Kingsfisher’s Inn),
Scott and Rolana Heidebrecht, Vickie Kraus, and
Bruce and Belinda Skiles.
Refreshments will be
served at the library.

Man who followed
his dream to speak
McPHERSON — Former
McPherson resident Tad
Pierson will speak at The
McPherson Museum & Arts
Foundation’s “What Dreams
May Come: A Lecture Series
on Dreams, Failures and
Passions.”
The lecture will be at 7
p.m. Monday at The Well,
101 N. Main. The lecture is
free to foundation members
and costs $3 for nonmembers.
The lectures feature people either from or living in
the area who have followed

their dreams.
Pierson has a tour company called American
Dream Safari. He discusses
the lure of the nomadic life,
interprets the definition of
authenticity as it pertains
to local culture and explains
how to survive in the travel
trade.
Pierson, of Memphis,
Tenn., grew up in McPherson. After high school, in
1970, he began to pursue
what he has come to call his
“Road Scholarship.” Since
1989, he has conducted
tours across America in
vintage American automobiles.
Beginning in 1995, he
began offering tours of
the American South and
its musical heritage of the
blues.

Bethany to have
annual gift market
LINDSBORG — Bethany
College’s 11th annual Alternative Gift Market will be
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Nov.
30 and Dec. 1 in the Levin
Room of Pilhblad Memorial
Union on the Bethany College campus.
The market is part of
Alternative Gifts International, an interfaith agency
that raises funds for global
gifts through nationwide
gift markets and individual
donors.
Shoppers will learn about
numerous charitable projects and can choose a charity they wish to contribute
to. As a token of appreciation, donors will receive an
ornament they can give to a
recipient to let them know
a charitable donation has
been made in their name.
The ornaments are handmade by Bethany’s freshman seminar classes, which
select an organization to
support and host a booth at
the market.
Handcrafted items, homebaked goods, artisan breads,
jewelry and knitted items
also will be available at the
market.
For more information,
call (785) 227-3380, ext. 8274,
or go to alternativegifts.org.

Sisters of St. Joseph
to have open house
CONCORDIA — The Sisters of St. Joseph will host
Christmas Tree Lane as
part of their annual Holiday Open House from 1 to 3
p.m. Dec. 1 at the Nazareth
Motherhouse in Concordia.
A dozen local nonprofit
organizations will decorate
41⁄2-foot trees to be included
in a silent auction. Trees
can be previewed beginning
Nov. 29 at csjkansas.org.
The idea behind Christmas Tree Lane is to create
a fun way for people to support good causes at a time
of year when many charities have an increased need.
Trees are provided
through a grant from the
Community Foundation
for Cloud County. All proceeds from tree sales will go
directly to the local charity.
Winning bids will be
announced at 3 p.m. Dec. 1.

During the open house,
the Sisters of St. Joseph
will offer tours of the
historic Nazareth Motherhouse, which is on the
National Register of Historic Places. Refreshments
will be served, and entertainment will be provided
by the Licorice Sticks clarinet quartet, Max & Me and
Eric Anderson.
For more information,
call (785) 243-2113, ext. 1217.

Jultide concert set
for Dec. 2 at Bethany
LINDSBORG — Bethany
College’s annual Jultide
Concert is set for 4 p.m. Dec.
2 at Presser Hall.
The concert is a way of
wishing local communities
a happy holiday, and the
audience will be invited to
join in singing traditional
carols.
The college choir and
symphonic band will
perform a set of Russianthemed works by Sergei
Rahmaninoff and Alfred
Reed, and a reading by
Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy.
Area high school students
selected for district honor
choir also will be perform.

Old Mill Museum to
have Christmas event
LINDSBORG — The Old
Mill Museum’s annual
“Old-Fashioned Christmas”
event will be from 1 to 5 p.m.
Dec. 1 and from 5 to 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 8 at 120 Mill.
Concerts of seasonal
music will be heard both
weeks with performers who
include Thad Beach, The
Hieberts, Vokala Lejon,
Bethany Men’s Ensemble,
Silver Tones Flute Choir,
Bethany French Horn Quartet, McPherson’s Men in
Harmony and a local handbell duo.
There also will be oldfashioned crafts, sugar
cookie decoration and letters to Santa.
Tour guides will be available for guided tours at the
flour mill. Refreshments
will be served, and gifts will
be available at the museum’s gift shop.
Admission costs $2 for
adults, $1 for children ages
6-12 and free for children
younger than 6.
For more information,
call (785) 227-3595 or email
to oldmillmuseum@hotmail.
com.

Santa to appear at
airport on Dec. 1
Santa Claus is expected
to make an appearance at
Salina Regional Airport’s
Hangar 600, 2720 Arnold, for
Candy Canes and Airplanes
at 2 p.m. Dec. 1.
Student organizations
from Kansas State University at Salina will provide
fun activities for children,
crafts and photos with
Santa for a donation. Civilian and military aircraft
will be on display and prizes
will be given away throughout the day.

“It’s all about making the
customer want to work with
you,” Hamade said.
Campaigns are over,
Starr said, and the reality
is that companies are hiring.
“It frustrates me when I
hear on the news that political parties are stating there
are no jobs,” she said. “We
have jobs. We need people
who are willing to work.”
The construction business is known to be cyclical,
Hamade said, but PKM Steel
Service is aimed at being
“consistently busy all the
time. During good times and

bad times, there are always
companies successful and
doing well. That’s what
we’re headed for.”

Too many hours

“We’re going to continue
to get the work and take it,”
Hamade said. “We’ve got a
superb team in all areas, but
my guys are tired of working 75- or 80-hour weeks.”
He’s on a mission to hire
“people with integrity and
honesty who want a career,
not just a job.”

This work is fun

Beyond that, Hamade
said, the work is fun. PKM
builds aircraft hangars,

from page A1

ty’s comprehensive plan
was last updated in 2008.
Wilson said he doesn’t
know of a local government
that updates its comprehensive plan each year.
Hruska told planning
commissioners they
shouldn’t move forward
with discussion on the
second section, which was
on the agenda, because the
public wasn’t ready for it.
“To even discuss it (the
second section), isn’t even
appropriate,” Hruska said.
“We are just through Article 1. I’m sure the public
doesn’t have a clue what is
going on in Article 2. I don’t
even understand it. You
should allow some more
time to discuss it in a comprehensive manner.”
Wilson told Hruska that,
like students in college, people are expected to know the
material before the meeting.
“It is not our fault if you
aren’t prepared,” Wilson
said. “If you come, and say
you aren’t prepared, do we
delay it a month?”

David Neal, planning and
zoning director, set rules
last month ahead of the
first discussion that limited
discussion to 5 minutes and
wouldn’t allow comments
from the public after commissioners had received comments in closed hearings. The
rules were rarely followed.
No one was arrested and
the law enforcement officers
weren’t called back.

Commissioner leaves

County resident Tom
Rickstrew said the code was
taking away property rights
of people in Saline County.
Rickstrew said there are
plenty of “socialist and
communist” places on the
“eastern side of the world”
that have similar codes.
Commissioner Neal Gish
said he didn’t want to hear
that kind of talk from Rickstrew. Other commissioners
told Rickstrew to talk about
the topic at hand.
“I am talking about property rights,” Rickstrew said.
Gish walked out of the
meeting as Wilson began
arguing with Rickstrew.

Get it done

Hruska submitted a petition of signatures urging
the commission to delay the
code until January when the
new county commissioners
take office. He and Roudybush were collecting signatures during the meeting.
Planning Commissioner
Clayton Short said he is
“tired of the criticism.”
“We would be in the Stone
Age if we took all of your
advice,” Short told Hruska.
Wilson said the planning commission has been
working on the code for
almost two years and still
is moving forward with the
process.
Gypsum resident Gary
Olson said he was concerned with the amount of
time the planning commission has spent on the code.
“You have better things
to do than jack around with
this for the next 17 months,”
Olson said. “I would like to
see you move it forward and
take an up or down vote.”

Let’s go back

While commissioners had
closed public comment on
the first section in October,
commissioners allowed
Salinans Ray Hruska and
John Roudybush to talk
about the issue.
“The public didn’t have
an opportunity to comment
on Article 1,” Hruska said.
Wilson told Hruska that
commissioners had taken
public comment at the Oct.
15 meeting. Hruska didn’t
attend the previous meeting.
Neal urged commissioners not to take comment
since they had already
closed discussion at a previous meeting, but Wilson
and other commissioners
allowed Hruska to speak.
Hruska told commissioners that they shouldn’t
discuss the code until the
county’s comprehensive
code is updated. The coun-

We promise the
best at less than
the rest.
Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Sat 9am - 2pm

929 N. Santa Fe | 785-827-4811

DOT Physicals
611 E. Iron, Salina ‚ 785-404-2595 ‚ www.compassmedicalprovider.com

A family serving families
for four generations...

Karl F. Ryan

From Staff Reports

PKM / Goal is to stay busy
from page A1

County / Gish
leaves meeting

buildings, schools and stadiums, just to name a few.
“You get to enjoy yourself
with a sexy product that’s
the most recyclable material
in the world,” he said. “We
fabricate America. Anything complex, cool and big,
we do it.”
— Reporter Tim Unruh
can be reached at 822-1419 or
by email at tunruh@salina.
com.
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