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Trial set for gubernatorial candidate
Witnesses
reveal alleged
threats made
by Reform
Party
candidate
Ken Cannon
at tea party
rally in April

By ERIN MATHEWS
Salina Journal

An insensitive comment
made to Reform Party gubernatorial candidate Ken Cannon got the response it was
designed to illicit, Cannon’s
attorney argued Friday in
Saline County District Court.
But Judge Rene Young
ruled there was probable
cause to bind Cannon over for
trial on one felony count of
making a criminal threat Friday after hearing testimony
from two men who said Cannon threatened to kill one of

them and “blow him up.”
His trial on that charge and
accompanying misdemeanor
charges of battery and disorderly conduct
was set for 9
a.m. Jan. 11.
The
exchange
occurred during an encounter between
Cannon,
Cannon
59, and two
long-time acquaintances at
an April 15 tea party rally in
Salina, according to testimony.
Greg Thoman, of James-

town, testified that he had
known Cannon for many
years. He and other members
of the Concordia School
Board voted not to renew
Cannon’s contract as principal there 17 years ago.
Thoman and Eldon Wisdom, of Concordia, testified
that they ran into each other
at the political event and were
conversing on the sidewalk
when Wisdom glanced over
Thoman’s shoulder and saw
Cannon approaching rapidly.
“I said, ‘Prepare yourself.
Ken Cannon’s coming,’ ” Wisdom testified.

Wisdom said Cannon
“started off on a string of
taunts and expletives” in a
“nose-to-nose” confrontation
with Thoman.
“It started out aggressive
and abrasive, and it escalated,” Wisdom said.
Thoman said Cannon
walked up to him and said,
“I see you’re as stupid as you
ever were.”
“I looked at him and smiled
and said, ‘I guess that depends
on who you ask,’ ” he said.
He said Cannon launched
into several expletive-laced
comments, threatening to

“knock my head off ” and
making remarks about his
mother.
Thoman said that after
Cannon made the derogatory
remarks about his mother,
he responded with, “At least I
still have my son.”
Thoman acknowledged that
he had heard that Cannon’s
son, Kirk, had died of an
apparently self-inflicted
gunshot wound Jan. 8, but
he said that his remark was
not meant to reference Kirk’s
death.

See TRIAL, Page A8

Layoffs
continue
in aircraft
industry

INDUSTRIAL

STRENGTH

Days after Cessna announces
it would eliminate 700 jobs,
Hawker Beechcraft cuts 350
By ROXANA HEGEMAN
The Associated Press

Visitors tour PKM Steel Services during Friday’s Steel Day at the south Salina facility.

TOM DORSEY / Salina Journal

PKM attracts more than 800 to Steel Day event in Salina
By CHRIS HUNTER
Salina Journal

When the name tags
started running out Friday,
Frieda Mai Weis, owner and
president of PKM Steel Services, and Mark Hamade,
chief human relations officer, knew they probably had
reached their goal for Steel
Day.
“We made it,” Hamade
said with a smile.

Hamade had set a target
of trying to attract 1,000
people to the event at PKM,
228 E. Avenue A, even
though some had predicted
it would draw only 25 to 30.
“I said that was what we
were going to shoot for and
we wanted to make it fun
and an interactive learning
experience,” he said. “We
decided if we are going to
do something, we are going
to be the best at it.”

According the American
Institute of Steel Construction, more than 8,000 people
attended 195 Steel Day
events nationwide last year.
“When we decided to do
this, we decided to do it
big,” Weis said. “We were
going for attendance.”

Salina No. 1 in world

Hamade said more than
800 preregistered for Friday’s event.

“It was more than any
other place in the world,”
Hamade said. “There are
more than 280 companies
in the world doing this,
and we had more than any
other place. We are really
excited.”
Weis said this was the
first year PKM participated
in Steel Day and the second
year of the event in the U.S.

See STRENGTH, Page A2

WICHITA — Hawker Beechcraft became the
second airplane maker in Kansas this week to
announce layoffs when it said Friday it plans
to cut 350 jobs.
Hawker Beechcraft told employees the new
round of layoffs will be from its salaried work
force, with decisions on where to make the
cuts expected by Nov. 1.
CEO Bill Boisture told workers in a letter
that like all aircraft manufacturers, Hawker
Beechcraft continues to experience the effects
of a worldwide recession.
“While there are pockets of growth in the
global economy, the market for new production aircraft has stagnated at a very low level,”
he wrote. “Readily available, high quality,
used aircraft and the lack of financing have
combined to depress the prices on private and
business aircraft.”
The latest round of layoffs come on top
of the more than 2,800 announced layoffs at
Hawker Beechcraft since late 2008. On Tuesday, Cessna Aircraft announced it was laying
off 700 workers in the wake of a stagnant economic recovery.

Plant closing in Salina

The company announced in November
2009 that it was closing its Salina plant
by early 2012. At that time, it was reported
that 238 workers were employed at the plant.
Half of those jobs will go to Mexico and the
rest will be moved to other vendors and suppliers, a Hawker spokeswoman said at the
time.
Boisture said in his letter that the market
for new planes is not improving.

See LAYOFFS, Page A8

Did love triangle lead to murder?
Prosecutors allege skydiver sabotaged rival’s parachute
By RAF CASERT
The Associated Press

The Associated Press

Els Van Doren’s parachute is among
prosecutors’ evidence in the murder
trial of Els Clottemans.

FORECAST
High: 79
Low: 54
Pleasant with a light
south-southeast
wind; partly cloudy
tonight. / C5

BRUSSELS — The two
women shared the same
first name and were close
friends. They both had a
passion for
skydiving.
And they
both loved
the same
man.
Prosecutors say this
love triangle Clottemans
led to highaltitude murder when Els
Clottemans sabotaged her
friend’s parachute in a fit
of jealousy as they skydived together, sending her
romantic rival plunging to
her death in a horrifying
fall captured on video.

As her murder trial
opened Friday, Clottemans
sat nervously in front of
the mudcaked parachute
bag and helmet that Els Van
Doren wore as she frantically tried to open the chute
before hitting the ground
in November 2006 from a
height of 13,000 feet.

Instant death

The video camera
mounted on her helmet
showed how Van Doren
desperately looked up, hoping to see an open canopy.
Seconds later, she crashed
into the low shrubbery of a
suburban garden in eastern
Belgium and was killed
instantly.
Clottemans, a 26-year-old
schoolteacher, has vehemently denied the murder

charge and accusations
that she killed her friend to
claim for herself Dutch skydiver Marcel Somers, whom
both had slept with.
The 68-page indictment
read out by Prosecutor Patrick Boyen said there was
enough evidence for the
murder charge.
“As a skydiver, she had the
knowledge and opportunity
to sabotage the parachute,”
the indictment said. It alleged
she made two key cuts to
Van Doren’s parachute.
“On top of that, she had a
relationship with Marcel ...
who also had a relationship
with the victim, giving the
accused a motive to have
Marcel for her alone,” the
indictment said.

PAGE 1: A 36-inch oil pipeline
snaking its way through Kansas
is proving to be good news for
businesses, towns and counties.
Reporter Tim Unruh takes a look at
some of the benefits for north-central
Kansas.
■ LIFE: He’s in the jailhouse now:
Reporter David
Clouston gives us a
first-person account
of what it’s like to be
booked in to Saline
County Jail.
■ MONEY: Reporter
Michael Strand has
Clouston
a profile on Chinese
native Li Xin, who teaches at the
Smoky Hill Education Service Center.
■ SPORTS: In football, K-State takes
on Central Florida, KU entertains
New Mexico State and Bethel comes
to town to face Kansas Wesleyan.
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Now is the time for Salina
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25 Saturday
Pet portrait sessions to benefit
the Friends of the Salina Animal
Shelter. Mini Memories Studio
(Fast Focus), 2320 Planet. $10.
Call for appointments. 827-2497.
n Wildcat Run. 2-mile run/walk
and 5k run. 7 a.m., check-in; 8
a.m., race. Ash and Santa Fe.
$15 race day. 826-2610.
n Salina Farmers Market. 7:3011 a.m., True Value Hardware
parking lot, 460 S. Ohio.
n 2010 Prairie Festival. 7:30
a.m., registration; 9 a.m., dedication of new research building;
10:30 a.m., introduction; 11 a.m.,
Wendell Berry; noon, lunch; 1
p.m., Matilda Essig gallery talk;
1:30 p.m., Josh Farley; 2:45 p.m.,
Sandra Steingraber; 4 p.m., Scott
Russell Sanders; 5 p.m,, book
signing; 7:30 p.m., music performance, “Perennial Polyculture
Suite.” $16 ($12 for Friends of the
Land.) The Land Institute, 2440 E.
Water Well. 823-5376.
n Rummage sale. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Old Parish Hall, 406 W. Iron. 826-0079 or
819-2750.
n German Car Club of Kansas’
third annual All-German Car
Show. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Thomas
Park.
n Prairieland Market. 9 a.m.-6
p.m., 138 S. Fourth. 827-5877.
n Salina Gun Show. 9 a.m.-5
p.m., 4-H Building, Kenwood
Park. $3. 823-1747.
n Smoky Hill Museum Street
Fair. 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Smoky Hill
Museum, 211 W. Iron. Free. 3095776.
n Pink Pumpkin Painting Party
to benefit Tammy Walker Cancer
Center. 10 a.m.-noon, ThiessenElise Salon, 134 S. Santa Fe.
$10. 820-8220.
n Bunco tournament to benefit
Dona Houltberg and Jessie Putman. 11 a.m., Emmanuel Christian Center, 1325 E. Cloud. $5.
n Lil Yotes Cheer and Dance
Clinic for children ages 3 through
12. Noon-1:15 p.m., cheer clinic;
1:30-3 p.m., dance clinic. Muir
Gymnasium, Fourth and Claflin.
827-5541, ext. 3230.
n Child car seat safety check. 14 p.m., Bennett Autoplex, 651 S.
Ohio. 827-3644.
n Manhattan Short-Film Festival. 2 p.m., Art Center Cinema,
150 S. Santa Fe. 827-1431.
n Meet Edward H. Hammond,
president of Fort Hays State
University. 6:30 p.m., Martinelli’s
Little Italy, 158 S. Santa Fe. $10.
1-888-351-3591.
n Salina Central High School
comedy, “The Nerd.” 7 p.m.,
school auditorium. 309-3500.
n
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Salina South High School
comedy, “The Curious Savage.”
7 p.m., school auditorium. 3093700.
n Salina Community Theatre
musical, “Hello, Dolly!” 8 p.m.,
303 E. Iron. 827-3033 or online at
www.salinatheatre.com.
n ABILENE: Abilene & Smoky
Valley Railroad. 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. $14 for adults; $7 for children
ages 3-11. (785) 263-0118.
n ABILENE: Old Abilene Gun
Fighters. 1:30 and 3:30 p.m., Old
Abilene Town, Southeast Fifth.
(785) 263-0118.
n CHAPMAN: Benefit dice run
for Rylee Gering. 10 a.m., American Legion Post. (785) 479-6689.
n GOODLAND: Northwest Kansas Bike Show. 9 a.m. registration. Main Street, Goodland. (785)
890-6538. www.nwkbikeshow.
com.
n HAYS: Exhibit reception and
event. Live entertainment, history
re-enactors, children’s activities. 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Fort Hays
State Historic Site. 1472 Kansas
Highway 183 alternate. $3. (785)
625-6812.
n HERINGTON: Rails ’N’ Trails
Festival. Events all day. Herington fairgrounds, 810 S. Broadway.
(785) 258-2115.
n LINDSBORG: Mud Creek Chapter of the Kansas Anthropological
Association’s annual Artifact
Identification Workshop. 11
a.m.-3 p.m., Old Mill Museum.
(785) 227-4328 or (785) 227-3636.
n LINDSBORG: “Lester’s Toy
Story” fundraising auction and
event. 3-7 p.m., Red Barn Studio,
212 S. Main. (785) 227-2217.
www.redbarnstudio.org.
n MANHATTAN: Dance with
music by E2 Pieces. 8-11 p.m.,
Manhattan American Legion.
(785) 545-6817.
n McPHERSON: 17th annual
Scottish Festival. Lakeside Park.
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Highland Dance,
pipe and band and athletic competitions; clan and genealogy
tents; live music; food and Celtic
product vendors; kids’ crafts and
games; sheep herding; British car
exhibit. $15.
n McPHERSON: Bikes on the
Lawn motorcycle rally and
barbecue. 11 a.m., McPherson
College.

Building, 300 W. Ash.
n Eagles Auxiliary bingo. 6:30
p.m., 146 N. Seventh.
n Jolly Mixers dance. 7-10 p.m.,
Masonic Temple, 336 S. Santa Fe.
827-9220. Music by Triple Play.
n Crystal Creek in concert. 7
p.m., McCall Manor, 626 S. Third.
827-7165.
n ELLSWORTH: Bloodmobile. 27 p.m., Presbyterian Church, 405
N. Lincoln. Walk-ins welcome.
n ELLSWORTH: Ellsworth Area
Chamber of Commerce meeting. 6 p.m., 1141⁄2 N. Douglas.
(785) 472-4071.
n HILLSBORO: Learning in
Retirement series, “Turkey: Historic, Exotic and Challenged,”
by David Karber. 9:45 a.m., lobby,
Wuhlgemuth Music Education
Center, Tabor College. $4. (620)
947-5964.

26 Sunday

Bethany to premiere
prayer service

2010 Prairie Festival. 7:30
a.m., prairie and bird walk; 8 a.m.,
registration; 9 a.m., music by
Ann Zimmerman; 10 a.m., Kent
Whealy; 11 a.m., Wes Jackson;
noon, concluding remarks. $8 ($6
for Friends of the Land.) The Land
Institute, 2440 E. Water Well.
823-5376.
n Knights of Columbus breakfast. 8-11:30 a.m., St. Mary’s Parish Hall. 827-1567.
n Salina Gun Show. 9 a.m.-4
p.m., 4-H Building, Kenwood
Park. $3. 823-1747.
n American Legion and auxiliary bingo. 1:40 p.m., minis; 2
p.m., regular session. 142 S. Seventh. 827-5717.
n Salina Community Theatre
musical, “Hello, Dolly!” 2 p.m.,
303 E. Iron. 827-3033 or online at
www.salinatheatre.com.
n Salina South High School
comedy, “The Curious Savage.”
2 p.m., school auditorium. 3093700.
n Manhattan Short-Film Festival. 2 p.m., Art Center Cinema,
150 S. Santa Fe. 827-1431.
n Dance auditions for “Hansel &
Gretel.” 6:30 p.m., Pioneer Hall,
Kansas Wesleyan University,
100 E. Claflin. 823-8309. Performance: Nov. 12-13, Stiefel Theatre for the Performing Arts.
n VFW bingo. 6 p.m., 1108 W.
Crawford. 825-4909.
n ABILENE: Old Abilene Gun
Fighters. 1:30 and 3:30 p.m., Old
Abilene Town, Southeast Fifth.
(785) 263-0118.
n ABILENE: Abilene & Smoky
Valley Railroad. 2 p.m. $14 for
adults; $7 for children ages 3-11.
(785) 263-0118.
n LINDSBORG: Joshua Lindgren organ recital. 4 p.m.,
Presser Hall, Bethany College.
n McPHERSON: 17th annual
Scottish Festival. Lakeside Park.
9:30 a.m., Kirking of the Tartan
church service; 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Highland Dance, pipe and band
and athletic competitions; clan
and genealogy tents; live music;
food and Celtic product vendors;
kids’ crafts and games; sheep
herding; British car exhibit. $12.
n TIMKEN: Hot Rods on the
Hill. 9 a.m., registration; 10 a.m.,
show; 3 p.m., awards. Timken Bar
& Grill, Kansas Highway 96.

LINDSBORG — Bethany
College will premiere a
prayer service during a special convocation at 10 a.m.
Friday in Presser Hall.
The service was written
by Per Harling, 2010-11 Pearson Distinguished Professor
of Swedish Studies.
This event is free and
open to the public.
Harling specializes in
composing liturgical music
and has written several
books on worship life,
hymns and biographies. In
addition to teaching and
working with Bethany students, staff and faculty, he
will preside over his folk
dance Mass on Oct. 9.
Additional information
about Harling’s tenure at
Bethany is available online
at bethanylb.edu/harling.

n

n

27 Monday
n American

Legion Post 62 program: learning about earned VA
benefits. 7:30-8:30 a.m., 142 S.
Seventh. 825-5610.
n Adult cooking class, Cabbage Patch Stew. 10 a.m., Salina
Emergency Aid-Food Bank, 255
S. Chicago. 827-7111.
n Crystal Creek in concert.
10:15 a.m., Salina Senior Center,
245 N. Ninth. 827-7165.
n Prairieland Market. 2-6 p.m.,
138 S. Fourth. 827-5877.
n Salina City Commission. 4
p.m., Room 107, City-County

Listing events
Items for the Calendar of
Events should be sent to: Calendar of Events, Salina Journal,
P.O. Box 740, Salina 67402, or
e-mailed to calendar@salina.
com. Be sure to include name,
address and telephone number.

Workforce T-Shirt
and Jeans Day nears
The Salina Area United
Way’s annual citywide
Workforce T-Shirt and
Jeans Day is Friday.
The goal is to have 500
new donors wear Live
United T-shirts that day.
Businesses are encouraged to allow their employees to participate by wearing Live United T-shirts at
work that day. T-shirts may
be ordered from the United
Way for $15 each. Employers
need to collect the money
and send the money and
T-shirt sizes to the United
Way. The T-shirts will be
delivered in time for the
employees to wear Friday.
For more information,
call Leslie Duke, 827-1312.

Abilene to raise breast
cancer awareness
ABILENE — Abilene
High School’s volleyball
team will host Dig For A
Cure Pink Night on Oct.
5 when the team plays
Wamego to raise awareness
about breast cancer. Everyone who attends the contest
is encouraged to wear pink.
Doors to the Abilene High
School gym will open at 4:15
p.m. The game starts at 5:15.
Tickets cost $4 for adults
and $3 for students. Jars
will be available at each
door, with donations going
to Abilene Memorial Hospital’s Think Pink for Digital
Mammography project.
In addition to hosting the
pink night, volleyball team
members have sold T-shirts
they created reflecting the
breast cancer theme. Proceeds will benefit breast
cancer research.

Talk to focus on
Indian cultures
Jerry Shaw, a member
of the Osage Nation who
teaches in the ethnic studies
department at Wichita State
University, will speak about
the values that characterize
Indian cultures from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. Oct. 7 at the Smoky
Hill Museum, 211 W. Iron.
The session, part of the
First Thursday program
at the museum, is free and
open to the public.
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Strength / Salinans flock to
classes, tours at PKM Steel
from page A1
To celebrate, PKM
brought out vendors, held
engineering classes and
gave tours of its buildings
in the South Industrial
Area.

Everyone is curious

Weis said she was happy
to see the large crowd,
whether they were engineers, vendors or students
from Salina Technical College, who were looking at
possible careers.
“The main thing is to get
engineers here,” Weis said.
“We want them to see what
we are capable of doing.”
Weis said the event drew
Salinans from all lines of
work.
“I remember seeing one
of the fields on the registration sheets and it said it was
someone in Salina who was
just curious and wanted to
come out,” Weis said. “You
have got to appreciate that.
This is our only opportunity for something like this
to happen.”
One of those who was
curious was Ernest Wilcher,
of Salina.
“A friend invited me to
come out and I was curious,” Wilcher said during
a tour. “He told me about
what they work with so I
wanted to see the process.
I never knew where PKM
was located. You hear about
other manufacturers but
when I saw this, I was like,
‘Wow.’ I want to see this factory in operation.”

“You have to take pride in your employees
and show what they do. How can you tell
them that you appreciate what they do if you
are not showing the world?”
Mark Hamade
chief human relations officer at PKM Steel Services in Salina

Hamade said many Salinans he has talked to don’t
know about PKM.
“This is about reaching
out and showing everyone,”
Hamade said. “You have to
take pride in your employees and show what they do.
How can you tell them that
you appreciate what they do
if you are not showing the
world?”

Work goes nationwide

While most Salinans will
not buy many products
from PKM, Weis said there
is a good chance they have
had contact with PKM’s
work.
The company’s work
includes the Salina Bicentennial Center, the Kansas
Coliseum and Kansas State
University’s Bramlage Coliseum.
“Through the ’70s, most
major steel construction
(locally), we did it,” Weis
said. “Now, we do that on a
national scale. We ship from
Maine to California. Most
of our customers don’t live
in Salina.”
Weis said PKM has
worked on power plants, aircraft hangars at Tinker Air

Force Base in Oklahoma
City and Andrews Air Force
Base in Maryland, among
other projects.

Wind turbines

Recently, Weis said,
PKM’s sister company,
Maico Industries, in Ellsworth, began working on
wind turbines.
“We currently have
people in Germany that
attended the largest wind
turbine conference in the
world,” Weis said. “They
are building relationships
with the people over there
to help us get our foot in the
door. We have been building wind poles for different
companies that have been
doing prototypes.”
Because of the success
of the event, Weis said she
hopes to conduct another
Steel Day next year.
“It is a good thing to show
the community what we do,
and I am glad the community embraced it,” Hamade
said.
n Reporter Chris Hunter
can be reached at 822-1422 or
by e-mail at chunter@salina.
com.

Triangle / Clottemans attempted
suicide after Van Doren’s death
from page A1
Chief defense lawyer Vic
Van Aelst said prosecutors
have nothing but circumstantial allegations.
“I read no guilt and I see
no guilt,” Van Aelst said.
“We will not deny that
Ms. Clottemans has had
some problems,” he said.
“But she certainly is not a
psychopath.”
A jury was selected
Friday, and the trial in
the town of Tongeren is
expected to last a month.
Clottemans became a
prime suspect when she
attempted suicide hours
before she was to make a
second statement to police
a month after Van Doren’s
death.
At one time, the 38-yearold Van Doren was so close
to Clottemans at the skydiving club that she decided
to have everybody call her
younger friend “Babs” so
there would be no more
first-name confusion.
On Nov. 18, 2006, Van
Doren, an experienced
skydiver with 2,300 jumps
to her name, leapt out of a
Cessna with Clottemans,
Somers and another skydiver to perform aerial
maneuvers during their fall.
Clottemans, however, said
she jumped a fraction too
late to join the other three.
When the sign was given
to open the parachutes,
Van Doren struggled with
hers and hurtled toward
the ground. The helmetmounted camera recorded
her desperate attempt to
release her reserve parachute.
“The first question a

family normally asks is
whether the victim suffered,
whether she knew what
happened. We don’t have to
ask. It was filmed. Try to
deal with that as a family,”
said Jef Vermassen, a lawyer for Van Doren’s family.
A married mother of
two, Van Doren spent most
weekends away from her
family, skydiving and hanging out with Somers at
the skydiving club or his
home. After the two became
lovers, Clottemans also
became their friend and
eventually also slept with
Somers.
A week before Van
Doren’s death, all three

stayed at Somers’ home,
with Clottemans sleeping
in the living room while
the other two were in the
bedroom. Prosecutors say
that during that weekend,
Clottemans could have sabotaged the parachute.
It was not clear from the
trial’s first day if Van Doren
had known that Clottemans
had slept with Somers.

825-COZY

Tailgate Tonight!

10% Off Services!
Heirloom
“Funky” Pumpkins
Sonya Glendening
785.643.3908

Sheri Hoffman
785.201.7896

645 E. Crawford, Salina
offer expires Oct. 31, 2010

Buy 1 Get 1

25% OFF

Jack-O-Lanterns

3 for $10

Trees &
Perennials

25% OFF

523 S. THIRD ST., LINDSBORG • 785-227-8797
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DIRT! THE MOVIE

Conversation with Wes Jackson
following the film on
Tuesday, September 28

SHOWTIMES Sept 24–30

NR
5:00 7:00
Fri
Sat–Sun 5:00 7:00 only
Mon–Thu
5:30

salinaartcenter.org
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